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bandwidth requiremenU of 
sound (16kbps>64kbps) were well 
suited to the current state of the 
overall Internet architecture. 

He added that eventually he 
hoped to see the programming go 
live to provide a truly interac- 
tive medium with active listener 
participation. 

Malamud already has two ad- 
vertising sponsors in the form of 
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of 'internet 
1 aiK Kadio as combining the pro- 
tereional programming of radio 
with the worldwide reach of the 
Internet to create a brand-new 
medium. 

Wat of objections by some as 
to how appropriate it would be to 
move these sound files that con- 
tain advertising over the Inter- 
net? Malamud admits that he is 
pushing the limite” and has 
talk^ with the US Federal Com- 
munications Commission (FCC) 
who are interested since broad- 


casting IS their domain. His pro- 
grammes will be distributed free 
of^arpe, he added. 

. The Thai “sound bites’* that he 
IS recording here will be incorpo- 
rated in his programmes in a seg- 
ment known as the “incidental 
tourist which will also contain 
reviews of restaurants and other 
places of interests. 

The service will take advan- 
tage of recent advances in desk- 
top systems to support video and 
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^un Microsystems and computer top svstem. tn j" says that the show will 

book publishers O’Reilly and As- audio on “f*’® old-time radio fei 

T^l*R *;! ""** f"fernet adding thaUhc muIHmed!«"°^*^’— 

Talk Radio as combining 'K‘"artne multimedia wave and Larrv li* 


-.j:; ” ■ TOmpuier. tie noted, 
adding that the multimedia wave' 

in?i from Apple, 

Silicon Graph- 
ics, DEC and many other ven- 
dors have some form of sound 
support. 

Malamud added that Internet 
lalk Radio would be distributed 
throughout the Internet to some 
W countries using traditional 

with 

UUNET acting as the initial 
staging point. He said local and 
regional network managers 
would transfer the files to a Iwal 


spool area and then “play” the 
"f**. techniques such as 
sending th^e data out to the local 
network through local multicast 
Mporting the audio 
filw as NFS file systems. 

Programming will include a 
^minute weekly interview 
show “Geek of the Week” featur- 
ing prominent members of the 
networking community, and 
Malamud says that the show will 
have the old-time radio feel 


in- 


Malamud adds that the con- 
tent of the show would be techni- 
cal, focussing on networks and 
interoperability. 

Internet now has over 10 mil- 
lion users and is growing at 15 
^r cent a month and has moved 
Irom a r^arch prototype to a 
global infrastructure and Mala- 
mud hopes that his programmes 

Will inti^uce its many users to 
the ^ple who have made this 
giant machine work.” 
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Weekly radio show to be 
new service on Internet 


YOITLL soon be able to log onto The 
Internet and listen to the sound of 
Bangkok traffic or Thai temple bells 
through a new project called Internet 


Talk fUdio, according to the pioneer 
I of this soon-to-be-launched digitized 
international sound service Carl 
Malamud. 

In Bangkok this week, busily re- 
cording sounds of city traffic and tem- 
ple bells on a digital audio tape re- 
corder and conferring with Ung 
Aang-Talay on the best restaurants, 
Malamud took time off to talk about 
I his new **radio station*’ on the Inter- 
net to Post Database. 

His ultimate objective is to stimu- 
late ’’desktop broadcasting** and the 
aim of his programming, initially to 
be half an hour a week, is to serve as a 
world trade information service on 
networking in ’’this new global 
' village.*’ 

He said that just as desktop sys- 
tems were getting into multimedia, so 
was the Internet with support for dis- 
semination of sound ranging from 
’’ble^ing edge” techniques such as 
multicast videoconferencing to more 


by Tony Wattham 

traditional protocols such as anony- 
mous FTP and MIME extensions to 
SMTP mail. 

As for the size of such files and the 
load they might pose on the Internet, 
Malamud said that with standard 
PCM compression and with a band- 
width of 64kbps — the sould quality 
of the best telephone lines in the 
United States — sound files would 
500 Kbytes in size for every minute of 
sound or a 15-Megabyte Hie for a half- 
hour programme. 

He said he was working with 
UUNET on this and the aim was to 
take advantage of the unused band- 
width when traffic on the Internet 
was light. 

Malamud said that at first, Internet 
Talk Radio — scheduled to start-up 
at the end of March — would use pre- 
programmed audio streams since the 
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